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Well 2008 has come to a close and a nhew and glori-
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! '~ a new beginning. Planting new trees, getting off to

the right start for controlling those pesky little critters

and weeds that | wish | could have done a better job on
last year, along with all those previous years. But as
usually happens | am sure that | will not do all those

TCTGA Memorial Scholarship things that | need to do in the time that it needs to be
Application Online done in. But at the end of the year the people have
always come and the trees have gone to happy homes

. for Christmas. So some would say why worry about

Th.e 2009. TCTTGA Memorial Schol- doing all those things if the people always come and
arship Application can now be found buy the trees. | think that this is the message that the
on the Home Page of the TCTGA Lord has been trying to get across to me lately, instead
website. of seeing each year as a new beginning, to wake up
The application can be viewed and and see each day as a new beginning. To go out each

day and take care of whatever | can, too know that |

printed directly from the site. Applicant
must be a child or grandchild of a (i.e. drought, economy, fuel prices, etc.). Thanks be to
TCTGA member. God for all of his wonderful lessons and blessings.

Application is due no_later than I hope to see everyone at either or both of the Area
Wednesday, April 1, 2009.

have done my best, and not too worry about the rest

Presidentds Comment s
Continued on page 6
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TCTGA Board of Directors Minutes membership at the convention will vote. Mike Walter-
scheidt will update the Bizaws to reflect this process.

January 31, 2009, EIgin! Texas 9) Yuletidings: Steve Huebner requested article come

in to Yule Tidings by February 14.
Board Members Present: Frank Bollman, Bob Gar-  10) OId Business:

ber, Jim Hingst, Steve HUEbner, Tlm Knezek, Marc a) Sch0|ar5hip: Bob Garber reported that we
Nash, Kenneth Radde, Wesley Smith, Beth Walterhave received $550 for the scholarship fund. The ap-
scheidt, Nick Wiggins plication will be on the website and in the Yule Tid-

ings. The board decided to continue sending the thank
1) Call to order: The meeting was called to order at yoy for the memorials and notification of memorials
9:06 by President Marc Nash. A quorum was declare@n the letterhead. 501c3 is still in the works.
present. Nick Wiggins delivered the invocation. b) State Fair Booth: Claudette McNew sent
2) Approval of Minutes: A motion was made to ap- ritten reports. They requested that hard copies of the
prove the Minutes of the September 5, 2008 meetingmembership be available to give out as many did not

motion seconded; motion approved. have email. The board voted to favor participation at
3) Financial Report The July 1, 2008anuary 26, next year 0s St at e Fair pen di n g

2009 Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual was discusseds 1) New Business:
It was noted the 2008 convention lost over $4,000 due a) Convention 2009Nick Wiggins reported

to increase in food prices and the location in a largefhat the convention will be held September-1B]
city, Austin. A motion was made to approve the Fi-2009 at the Holiday Inn Select in Tyler, Texas. The
nancial report; motion seconded; motion approved.  Tyler Convention Bureau will give us $500 to use for
4) Convention Report 2008: Marc Nash reported that  our meeting. A copy of the food costs was distributed.
there S|Ight|y over 100 registered with 15 exhibitors. It was agreed to go with a banquet and the suggested
Due to high food costs the convention lost money.  registration fee of $135.00. The exhibitor fee was set
5) Seedling Committee: Steve Huebner reported that gt $180.00 and any exhibitor additional person
there were 96 growers who purchased seedlings for §105.00. The room rates are $79.00 per night. It was
total of 173 boxes sold. Welsey Smith reported heylso agreed not to pay for entertainment for the ban-
picked his seedlings up at the Arborgen facility nearqyet.

Livingston to save him time and also shipping costs. It b) Location of 2010 ConventionBob Gar-
was suggested the committee check to see if it woulgyer reported that the 2010 convention will be held ei-
be possible to use this facility for pick ups in the futurether in Temple or Killeen with their farm as the field
as well as the Bullard location. day host.

5) Marketing Committee: Leigh Ann Smith was 1 2) Pr esi de n MarcNashthamkecave- s :
unable to attend but the ad was placed in the Texagone for attending.

Parks and Wildlife Magazine. No one on the board13) Set Date for Next Meeting: The next meeting
reported getting any customers from the ad. There wagill be on Saturday, May 2, 2009 in Tyler, Texas

also a discussion that we need to be sure in our marke{4) Adjourn: A motion was made to adjourn; motion

ing message we remain positive about sales of readeconded; motion passed. The meeting was adjourned
trees whether they sold at farms or retail locations. at 12:00 p.m.

6) Media Awards: Marge Gunia needs to have arti- Respectfully

cles in by June 1, 2009. There was discussion about Michael J. Walterscheidt
having other media be eligible for the awards. Marge Executive Secretary

will be asked to consider this if it has not already been

included.

7) Web Site:A report from Carolyn Maxwell was dis-

activities at NCTA. The Marketing Order will be dis- T~ ,ﬁ\;
cussed at the Field Days in April. Each farm is aske

to contact their local District Extension Office to get & BASS TREE & SUPPLY, INC.

tributed.
8) NCTA Report: Beth Walterscheidt reported on the g

speaker to explain marketing orders and lead discu Complete Line of Grower & Retail Supplies
sions. The Christmas Spirit Foundation reported a su For Orders Call: 1-800-530-7218

cessful Trees for Troops program. Steve is going t (601) 736-2231

ask Larry Hatch to write an article about his tree dro

off at his farm this year. Texas will need to elect a ney WESLEY BASS 551 Delancey-Robbins Rd.
National Director this year to begin 2010. It was de Owner Columbia, MS 39429

cided that the board will nominate and the genera
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TCTGA Area Field Days

Announcement & Registration form

NORTH REGION: Saturday, April 18, Kadee Christmas Tree Plantationi Greenville
Hosted by Frank Bollman

Phone: 905267673 Email: trees@kadeefarm.com

See website for map and directions to fanmw.kadeefarm.com

Program details not available at press time

SOUTH REGION: Saturday, April 25, Concho Christmas Tree Farmi Christoval
Hosted by Amy and David Scott

22310 Toenail Trail (which is Ranch Road 2084), Christoval, TX 76935

Farm: 325896-7575 Cell: 3282348370 Email: amydavidscott@wcc.net

See website for map & directions to fanmww.texaschristmastrees.net\conchofarm.htm
PROGRAM: (dondét know schedule or times yet)
Welcome and Introductions: David Scott

History of Farm: David and Amy Scott

Presentation on GPlus Convention in Las Vegas: Amy Scott

Incorporating Alpacas with Christmas Trees: Mary Page

USDA Marketing Orders: County or District Speaker to be nhamed later

Our Story with Wind Energy: David Scott

Walking Tour of Farm

FOOD: Homemade Cinnamon Rolls, Fruit, and Coffee/Juice; Catered Lunch

ACCOMMODATIONS: HOTELS in SAN ANGELO(22 miles from farm):

Best Western, 3017 W. Loop 306, 32831273
BREAD & BREAKFAST in Christoval Comfort Suites, 4450 W. Houston Hart Expressway, -3268600
Hummer House Fairfield Inn & Suites, 1459 Knickerbocker Rd., 32528400
21301 RR 2084 Hawthorn Inn & Suites, 1355 Knickerbocker Rd., 331500
3252552254 Holiday Inn Express, 4613 W. Houston Hart Expressway,-222%2200

REGISTRATION FORM:

Names(s)
Watch for
Farm .
a more detailed

E-mail Registration Form

South Area Field Day North Area Field Day ) in the mail

in early March

Please select one or both of the above. Please register by April 11.

Registration fee is $15.00 per person for each of the Field Days which inclfides

beverages, donuts/cinnamon rolls and lunch.
Amount Enclosed
Send to.TCTGA
242 Monkey Road
Elgin, TX 78621
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Texasnade products ever launch 00 TEXAN.

Put the marketing power of Texi
behind your products by joinin
GO TEXAN,
the most comprehensive
marketing program for

GO TEXAN is the Texas Department of Agriculture program promoting|the product
culture and communities that call Texas home. As a mark of Lone Star|pride, the

GO TEXAN légalowing brand in the shape ddaxas found on everythihg
fronfloral products and gragefoatvboy boots and retirement destinations.

For $25 a year, GO TEXAN membership benefits include an array of features:

Use of the GO TEXAN logo to help shoppers spot your Texas products at a
glance.

Eligibility for agriculturatproduct members to apply for the GO TEXAN
Partner Program, a matching fund program designed to double the marketing
dollars available.

Inclusion in the GO TEXAN product directory listing on the GO TEXAN
Web site, available to buyers worldwide.

Opportunities to participate in higtrofile GO TEXAN promotions: retail
and institutional events, national and international trade shows, livestock
expositions, fashion shows and more.

Receipt of the GO TEXAN Infoletter with timely updates on indusgétated
marketing news and GO TEXAN promotional opportunities.

Marketing support for GO TEXAN through TDA's use of broadcast and print
advertisements, feature mailings and promotional materials.

For more information contact Richard De Los Santos,
TDA State Marketing Coordinator for Horticulture at (512) 4872
or email richard.delossantos@TexasAgriculture.gov
Visit www.gotexan.ordgo download a membership application.



http://www.gotexan.org/

NCTA REPORT
By Beth Walterscheidt

CTPIlus Meeting will be held in Las Vegas on Feb-
ruary 2425, 2009. The Marketing Order will be
discussed. Craig Regelbrugge will talk about the
new ag status legislation, and marketing specialis
lan Baldwin will conduct sessions on marketing.
The Choose and Cut section meeting will have sey
eral talks on ideas for the farms.

The Marketing Order Task Force has put together
CD that has two parts that explain the marketing
order first hand. The first part is the session with
Paul Teague who is on the Watermelon board and
talked at the convention last August in lowa. Theg
other part of the CD is comprised of members acrog
the nation speaking about the Order. Each TCTGA
board member present at the January meeting wifl
receive a copy. Extra copies can be obtained through
Mike Walterscheidt. If you are still wondering and
have some doubts about the Marketing Order Proq
ess, it is advised you view this.

The annual convention will be held in Chattanooga
Tennessee on August-15%. The Southern region is
hosting and should be a great meeting.

The Fake tree industry has a website and their own

—+

j*)

- m

President 6s Comm
Continued from page 1

1%

meetings this spring. The item that | mentioneg
in the previous Yule Tidings which | feel re-
qguires al/l of yall és i
Program for Christmas Trees currently being
proposed. There will be time allotted at each of
these meetings to further educate us and for olyir
input on this matter. Please take the time prig
to the meetings to educate yourselves on th
program by visiting the website
www.checkoffstudy.conin order that we may

have an educated debate on this issue. | will add
that at this point | am on the fence with this is-
sue, but | definitely see the need for supporting

0w -

affect the publicbés p
trees. The public are the people supporting od
individual farms and those of our fellow farmers
by buying real trees. Just like everything else if
life, in order to effectively respond to these is-

2l
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sues, it does take money. Please see the Amefri-

can Christmas Tree Association website al
www.christmastreeassociation.ofgr an exam-
ple of negative propaganda against real trees.

Sincerely, Marc Nash

associatiod American Christmas Tree Association.
Their website iswww.christmastreeassociation.org

Take a look at what they are promoting and sayin
about our product.

Trees 4 Troops was again a huge success. 17,0B2
trees were delivered to 53 bases. Over 700 growefs

participated along with other retailers and farms thag
collected money to help fund the project.

The Christmas Spirit Foundation is selling $20.00
raffle tickets for the Polar Express Snow Plow. The
tractor is a New Holland Boomer TZ18 Subcompac
Tractor and will be delivered to your location in the
continental U.S. at no extra charge. The winner wil
be liable for all taxes and fees associated with win
ning the prize. No more than 5,000 tickets will be
sold and the drawing will be held once 5,000 ticketd
are sold OR no later than August 31, 2009. Contaq
Beth Walterscheidt if you are interested in a ticket.

TCTGA will be electing a new National Director
this year. If you are interested in this position, pleas
contact Marc Nash. There are two meetings a yed
and the TCTGA Board voted a few years ago tdg
provide $500 per meeting to cover travel expense
for the director.
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Thank you, Bob and Lavonne for all the
hard work and great job ya'll have don
with the Yule Tidings.
Debbie Merket
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