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From the PresidentðMarc Nash 

     Well another summer has come and is starting to 

fade away.  Wow has it been a rough summer.  This 

summer for our area, as for most of Texas, has been 

way hotter than normal with way less than normal 

rainfall.  Itôs funny because last year we were cooler 

than normal with way more than normal rainfall.   This 

summer we have had somewhere in the neighborhood 

of 55 days over 100Ü (Austinôs hottest summer average 

temperature on record), where as last summer we had 

only 3 days over 100º.  As one of my college profes-

sors used to say, if you stick one hand in a fire and one 

in ice, on average you should be comfortable, so I 

guess on average my trees should be just about right.  

If things only worked that way I think this farming 

thing would be no big deal. 

     Unfortunately for us Christmas Tree Farmers things 

donôt quite work that way.  Last year we had trees that 

were stressing and dying from too much water and this 

year we have had trees stressing and dying from too 

little rain with too much heat.  On top of all of this 

some of our fellow farmer families have had to deal 

with Hurricane Ike and he wasnôt as kind as he could 

have been.  I have been in contact with several of the 

farms in the path of Ike and have gotten reports on 

others.  Based on the reports I have gotten it sounds 

like some of the farms had quite a few trees that were 

Continued on page 2 
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STAFF 
Editors:  Bob & Lavonne Childress - Retiring 

               Steve & Carol Huebner - Next Issue 

 

YULE TIDINGS is published by the Texas Christmas 

Tree Growers Association to help meet the needs of 

people growing and marketing Christmas trees in 

Texas. 

 

EDITORIAL:  Articles, announcements and artwork 

dealing with any aspect of Christmas tree production 

and marketing will be considered for publication.  

Preference is normally given to proven methods, proc-

esses, etc. applicable to Texas.  Editor is not responsi-

ble for views expressed in signed articles.  All commu-

nications with or concerning articles, photos, etc. 

should be sent to Bob Childress, 11028 CR 452, Cross 

Plains, TX 76443, (254)725-4321.  Or E-mail 

Bob@Childressfarm.com 

 

The opinions expressed by the writers in by-lined arti-

cles are their own and not necessarily those of YULE 

TIDINGS or TCTGA. 

 

The publishers of YULE TIDINGS assume no respon-

sibility for accuracy and validity of claims in advertis-

ing or editorial reports. 

 

ADVERTISING RATES per issue: 
Full Page: $120.00 

2/3 Page:  102.00 

1/2 Page:   80.00 

1/4 Page:   48.00 

 

AD DEADLINES : 
February 12 for February 28 issue 

May 14 for May 30 issue 

September 20 for October 5 issue 

 

ANNUAL CONVENTION:    
September  4-6, 2009   Tyler, TX 

Host: North Area 
 

TCTGA Website: 

www.texaschristmastrees.com  
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TCTGA Board of Directors  Minutes 

September 5, 2008, Austin, Texas 
 

Board Members Present:  Frank Bollman, Bob Gar-

ber, Jim Hingst, Steve Huebner, Tim Knezek, Debbie 

Merket, Marc Nash, Damian Prause, Rick Sparks, Beth 

Walterscheidt, Nick Wiggins 

 

Others Present:  Keith McDaniel,  Leigh Ann Smith 

 

1) Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 

9:04 by President Sparks.  A quorum was declared 

present.  Nick Wiggins delivered the invocation. 

2) Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made to ap-

prove the Minutes of the May 17, 2008 meeting; mo-

tion seconded; motion approved. 

3) Financial Report: The final 2007-2008 report was 

distributed.  Also the July 2008-September 2008 report 

was distributed.  A motion was made to approve the 

Financial report; motion seconded; motion approved. 

4) Convention Report 2008:  Marc Nash reported that 

there slightly over 100 registered with 15 exhibitors.  

Due to high food costs the convention will likely lose 

money. 

5) Marketing Committee: Leigh Ann Smith discussed 

a plan to place an ad in the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Magazine.  A motion was made to allocate up to 

$1,500 to place an ad in the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Magazine and to design the ad; motion seconded; mo-

tion passed. 

6) Media Awards:  Marge Gunia reported on the two 

winners for 2008. They were Kathy Huber from the 

Houston Chronicle and Robin Richardson from the 

Marshall News Messenger. 

7) Web Site: A report from Carolyn Maxwell was dis-

tributed.  Keith McDaniel is working to get rid of the 

ñtrashò that is posted by non-members.  He also re-

quested that everyone update their information. 

8) NCTA Report: Beth Walterscheidt reported on the 

activities at NCTA. 

9) Yuletidings:  Lavonne and Bob Childress could not 

be present, but they requested that Board Members get 

articles in to them by September 15. 

10) Old Business:  

 a) Scholarship:  Bob Garber reported that the 

Scholarship Committee will meet immediately follow-

ing the Board Meeting.  The committee has a draft of 

the application form.  An effort will be made to get the 

501c-3 designation. 

 b) State Fair Booth:  Claudette McNew has 

done lots of work and the booth will be ready. 

11) New Business 

 a) Nominating Committee:  Damian Prause 

reported that Bob Garber has agreed to be nominated 

for Vice-President.  A motion was made to approve 

Bob Garber motion seconded; motion approved. 

 b) Future Convention Costs: A discussion 

was held on registration costs for future conventions.  

We need to eliminate the banquet or increase costs by 

about $50.  It was decided to discuss this at the Area 

Meetings and the Board will make a final decision at 

the January Meeting. 

12) Presidentôs Comments: Rick Sparks thanked 

everyone that helped during his presidency. 

13) Set Date for Next Meeting:  The next meeting 

will be on Saturday, Jan. 31 at Evergreen Farms in 

Elgin at 9:00 a.m. 

14) Adjourn: A motion was made to adjourn; motion 

seconded; motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned 

at 10:45 a.m. 

  Respectfully 

  Michael J. Walterscheidt 

  Executive Secretary 

Presidentôs Comments (continued) 

blown over and they were beginning the arduous task 

of trying to straighten them back up.  On a good note, 

it did sound like most, if not all, had little to no dam-

age to structures on their farms.  Please keep those 

families who are dealing with the aftermath of Hurri-

cane Ike in your prayers.  The thing that always gets 

me through the good and bad times is knowing that 

God is in control even when I donôt understand why  

things occur. 

     On a lighter note, the 2008 Convention appeared to 

be a success.  I would personally like to thank all who 

attended and all  who volunteered and helped make it 

go as smoothly as it did.  There were two items of dis-

cussion that came up at this yearôs convention that I 

would like all of the farms to have input on.  The first 

of these is whether or not we have a banquet at the 

2009 convention.  Having a banquet adds about $40 to 

$50 per person to the cost of the registration for the 

convention.  It appeared that the majority of those in 

attendance at the convention voted to continue with 

the banquet.  Please let your area directors know your 

preference by January so the 2009 convention can be 

planned accordingly. 

     The second item which I feel requires your input is 

the National Checkoff Program for Christmas Trees 

currently being proposed.  Please take time to educate 

yourselves on this program by visiting the website 

www.checkoffstudy.com and please use the process in 

place for posting questions, comments, and/or con-

cerns to the Checkoff Study Task Force. 

     I hope everyone has a successful selling season and 

that you are able to continue to show your customers 

the true meaning of Christmas when they come out to 

your farm. 

  Marc Nash, President 

http://www.checkoffstudy.com/
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TCTGA Business Meeting 

September 6, 2008 

Austin, Texas 

 
1)  Call to order:  Rick Sparks called the meeting to 

order at 9:04 a.m.; he declared a quorum present; Bob 

Childress gave an invocation. 

2) Approval of Minutes: A motion was made to ap-

prove the Minutes; motion seconded; motion ap-

proved. 

3) Financial Report:  The final report for 2007-2008 

was distributed and the July 2008 -  Sept. 2008 was 

also distributed.  A motion was made to approve the 

Financial Report; motion seconded; motion approved. 

4) Membership Report: Walterscheidt reported we 

have 11 new members. 

5) Convention Report:  Marc Nash reported slightly 

over 100 have registered and that we have 15 exhibi-

tors. 

6) Media Awards:  Marge Gunia reported that the 

winners for 2008 were Kathy Huber of The Houston 

Chronicle and Robin Richardson of The Marshall 

News Messinger. 

7) Web Site: Keith McDaniel requested that every-

one update their website. 

8) NCTA Report: Beth Walterscheidt gave a report 

on the activities at the NCTA and encouraged every-

one to attend the convention. 

9) Yule Tidings: Bob Childress requested articles.  

He also stated that the September issue will be the 

last one for the them and the Huebners will start in 

January. 

10) Christmas Tree Contest: Jackie Merket reported 

that we had 10 trees entered.  He also stated the need 

to get seedling orders in early.  Applications will be 

sent in mid-September. 

11) Marketing Committee:  Leigh Ann Smith re-

ported that an ad will be placed in the Parks and 

Wildlife Magazine in November. 

12) Old Business: 

 a) Scholarship: Bob Garber reported on the 

scholarship committee and the need to encourage 

everyone to give. 

 b) State Fair: Claudette McNew gave a 

report on the progress and encouraged more people to 

work the booth. 

 c) Area Reports: The Southern area re-

ported the Wesley Smith was elected as the new 

Board Member and the Spring Field Day will be at 

the Scottôs Farm in  Christoval with a date to be de-

termined.  The Northern area reported that Ken  

Radde was elected as the new Board Member and the 

Spring Field Day will be on April 18 at the Bollman 

Farm in Greenville. 

14) Nominating Committee: Damian Prause nomi-

nated Bob Garber for Vice President; motion sec-

onded; motion passed. 

15) Adjourn:  A motion was made to adjourn; motion 

seconded; motion passed.  The meeting was ad-

journed at 9:55 a.m. 

  Respectfully: 

  Michael J. Walterscheidt 

  Executive Secretary 

AFGHAN NURSERY 
Tel. (830) 598-8271 

 

 

 

Karim Wakil  

2401 Prairie Creek Drive 

Granite Shoals, TX 78654  
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Tree Contest 
by Debbie Merket  

 

     Thank you to everyone who entered a tree in the 

tree contest in Austin.  There were 10 entries this 

year!  We need even more entries, especially Afghan 

pines, in Tyler in 2009.   

      The winners were announced at the banquet Sat-

urday night at the Wyndham Garden Hotel.  Marc and 

Twyla Nash of Elgin Christmas Tree Farm had the 

first place Virginia pine. First place Leyland Cypress 

went to Bob and Carla Jones of Spring Creek Grow-

ers in Magnolia.  Dwayne and Kathy Patrick of Sun-

set Hill Tree Farm in Alvarado won first place in both 

the Afghan pine and Other (with their Loblolly pine) 

categories.  The Grand Champion Christmas tree was 

Bob and Carla Jones' Leyland Cypress.  Winners in 

each category received a certificate and the Grand 

Prize winner received a plaque to display at their 

farm. 

      Christmas tree judges this year were John Kelso, 

columnist for the Austin American-Statesman and 

Mark Bickerstaff of The Kirk Company.  Thank you .  

The Tree Contest Committee would also like to thank 

Carol Heubner and everyone else who helped with 

the tree contest.   

      While getting ready for the upcoming selling sea-

son, everybody do some looking and pick out a tree 

to enter in next year's contest.  It's always so much 

better to have a lot of trees so the judges can have 

more fun. 

      Thank you from the Tree Contest Committee-

Jackie Merket, Nick Wiggins, Steve Huebner, and  

former grower, but still active, Lanny Dreesen. 

 

 

Rick Sparks, Marc & Twyla Nash 

Rick Sparks, Carla & Bob Jones 

Rick Jones, Kathy & Dwayne Patrick 


